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reported. Athymic (nu/nu) mice with natural infections of PVM develop
chronic pneumonia and emaciation with deaths (Richter et al, 1988; Weir
et al., 1988).

Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare

Significance
Very low

Perspective

Natural infection and disease due to this agent have been observed only
in breeder C57BL/6N mice housed in a single room at a commercial breeding
facility (Waggie et al., 1983a). Koch's postulates were fulfilled by oral and
subcutaneous inoculation of the organism into pathogen free C57BL/6N
mice (Waggie et al, 1983b)

Agent

A bacterium, family Mycobacteriaceae, Mycobacterium avium-
mtracellulare. Mycobacterium avium and Mycobacterium mtracellulai e
are virtually indistinguishable organisms that belong to the "A/ avium
complex" within the "Runyon Group HI" of the "nontuberculous" (or,
"atypical") mycobactena (i e., mycobactena other than Mycobacterium
tuberculosis and Mycobacterium bovis). Thus, the species designation is
avium-mtracellulate However, avium is frequently used as the species
name because identification beyond the complex level usually is not practical
(Sommers and Good, 1985)

Mycobactena are aerobic, acid fast, nonsporeformmg, nonmotile bacilli.
Growth in artificial medium is usually slow. For methods of cultivation
and identification of M. avium-intracellulare, see Sommers and Good (1985).

The nontuberculous (atypical) mycobacteria generally are considered
normal inhabitants of soil and water (Chapman, 1982)

Hosts

Birds, man, swine, and rarely, mice (reported only in the C57BL/6N
strain).

Epizootiology

The source of infection for the C57BL/6N mice was thought to be